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Ethan Weikel, Department of the Interior 
Foreign Names Committee staff 
 
1.  Opening  
 
Vice Chair Lyon opened Meeting 826 of the Domestic Names Committee (DNC) at 9:33 a.m.  The 
meeting was held virtually, due to ongoing concerns regarding the COVID-19 pandemic.  She 
invited the members to review the reports that were distributed previously and to email any 
questions or comments to the staff.   
 
2.  Minutes of Meeting 825 
 
The minutes of Meeting 825, held 11 June 2020, were approved by affirmation. 
 
3.  Reports 
 
[The following reports were distributed by email prior to the meeting.] 
 
3.1  BGN Chairman (Wallace) 
 
Wallace has been working with the Special Committee on Communications (SCC) to complete the 
Welcome Letter/Packet for new members; see SCC report below.   
 
The Advisory Committee on Undersea Features (ACUF) met virtually on Tuesday, 30 June.  Three 
new U.S. Extended Continental Shelf project submissions were approved and will be presented to 
the BGN Full Board for a vote at its 21 July meeting.  ACUF also considered a list of 105 names 
from the General Bathymetric Chart of the Oceans (GEBCO) Sub-Committee on Undersea Feature 
Names (SCUFN); these will also be presented to Full Board for a vote.  Chair Walter announced that 
he intends to step down after serving for 20 years. 
 
The BGN Full Board will meet virtually on Tuesday, 21 July 2020. 
 
The National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Marine Chart Division 
received an inquiry regarding the names of two small islands off the coast of Maine that include the 
pejorative form of the word “Negro.”  These names are listed in State records but are not in GNIS, 
nor are they labeled on NOAA charts.  Media reports suggest that the State has approved changes to 
the names.  Wallace provided her contact in the State with a link to the online DNC proposal form. 
 
3.2  BGN Executive Secretary (Palmer and Guempel) 
 
Palmer and Guempel had no items to report. 
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3.3  Special Committee on Communications (Forrest) 
 
Forrest reported that she and SCC Vice Chair Lyon completed a “Welcome to the U.S. Board on 
Geographic Names” packet designed for new members and deputy members.  She thanked Wallace 
for composing an excellent introductory letter, which includes a list of relevant web links and 
resources.  Lyon held a meeting of members and staff on 29 June to discuss the status of the effort.  
She and Forrest thanked everyone who contributed ideas, text edits, style formats, and additions.  
They will continue to develop additions to the packet, such as historical and organizational 
documents.   
 
Lyon continues to review and update the BGN informational brochures.  
 
Forrest continues to prepare the BGN Fiscal Year 2020 Annual Report to the Secretary of the 
Interior.  She asked for reports from BGN committees, noting significant highlights, decisions, 
activities, events, and membership for FY20. 
 
3.4  Executive Secretary (Guempel) 
 
Guempel reported that a meeting took place to review the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
between the Census Bureau and the U.S. Geological Survey.  This MOU addresses the need to 
establish a more formal agreement regarding the maintenance of certain feature classes in GNIS; the 
effort has been ongoing for many years but to date there has been nothing in writing.  After an 
analysis of an existing Census Bureau-USGS MOU, it was agreed that an addendum is all that is 
needed.  Both agencies will provide wording and ensure that the additions are approved by all 
appropriate authorities.  
 
A new Antarctic Web Map Service (WMS) continues to be developed by the USGS names staff.  
This will allow a user to link an Antarctic GNIS search result to the location on the WMS and will 
replace the existing Landsat Image Mosaic of Antarctica (LIMA) service, which is operated by 
another group within USGS, is no longer being maintained, and is nearing the end of its lifecycle.  
 
Guempel continues to pursue the creation of a new BGN website with a bgn.gov domain.  This will 
allow the BGN to have a unique web presence no longer under the USGS banner and will help 
reduce the ongoing misconception by the public and the media that the BGN is solely a “USGS 
entity” and that it is the USGS that renders decisions on names.  It will also enhance the “BGN 
brand.”  The staff of the Federal Geographic Data Committee (FGDC) has offered to assist in the 
effort and to host the BGN website.  This will improve efficiencies, as both the FGDC and BGN 
secretariats are managed within the same group in USGS.  DOI approval for the domain is needed.  
Guempel is requesting a letter from the BGN stating its need for a dedicated BGN website. 
 
A Communication Plan for removing administrative names from GNIS has been drafted and is ready 
for review and comment.  The plan outlines steps the BGN Executive Committee and staff will take 
to inform GNIS users of the pending changes.   
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Guempel, Runyon, and McCormick participated in a call with Department of Treasury-Bureau of the 
Fiscal Service (BFS), General Services Administration (GSA), and Office of Personnel Management 
(OPM) to discuss the workflow relating to updates to civil and populated place records in GNIS.  
The BFS outlined its use of GNIS in establishing location codes for duty stations, after which 
McCormick provided an overview of the current process as it relates to the existing MOU with OPM 
and GSA.  BFS will refine its requirements and follow up with the BGN and Census Bureau staff; it 
will also seek input from the National Finance Center which relies on BFS data. 
 
3.5  Staff (Runyon) 
 
Quarterly Review List 440 is nearly complete and will include 35 new name and name change 
proposals.  Once the list is posted online, staff will send notices to the governments and Tribal 
Historic Preservation Offices of the 574 federally recognized tribes.  
 
Runyon answered numerous inquiries and participated in media interviews regarding efforts to 
change names considered offensive.  There continues to be considerable interest in renaming Mount 
Evans in Colorado.  Several groups of individuals have suggested alternative replacement names and 
are encouraging tribal engagement.  The U.S. Forest Service regional names coordinator is also 
consulting with tribes on the matter. 
 
Colorado Governor Jared Polis issued Executive Order B 2020 004 to re-establish the Colorado 
Geographic Naming Advisory Board.  BGN staff hopes to speak soon with the governor’s staff 
about the next steps and the status of the existing proposals affecting names in the State. 
 
The California State Parks Department is forming a committee to review the name of Negro Bar and 
related park facility names.  They are expected to issue a public statement. 
 
Runyon participated in discussions with the California Advisory Committee on Geographic Names, 
Alpine County Board of Supervisors, and the Chair of the Woodfords Community (part of the 
Washoe Tribe of Nevada & California) about the proposal to rename Jeff Davis Peak (on the DNC 
July docket).  A new proposal has been submitted to change the name of nearby Jeff Davis Creek. 
 
There has been media coverage about efforts to change the name of Squaw Valley, a privately 
owned ski resort in Placer County, California (and the site of the 1960 Winter Olympic Games).  
Several other feature names in the area include the word “Squaw,” but to date no proposals have 
been submitted to the BGN to change them. 
 
Runyon discussed a request to rename a stream in Kansas named Negro Creek with the Director of 
the USGS Kansas Water Science Center. 
 
Runyon answered a media inquiry about the feature names in Texas that include the word “Negro.”  
She explained that in 1998, the BGN voted not to approve changes that were proposed for 19 of the 
names, despite their inclusion in Texas House Bill 1756 (1991); this decision cited a lack of local 
involvement in the process and a lack of association between the intended honorees and the features 
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in question.  One of these names, Emancipation Pond, was changed by the BGN in 2018 following 
receipt of a proposal from the landowner. 
 
The USGS Public Affairs Office received an inquiry from The Los Angeles Times about renaming 
the Alabama Hills in California, which was named for the Confederate warship CSS Alabama, and 
Alabama Hills National Scenic Area (managed by the Bureau of Land Management), which was 
designated by Congress in 2019. 
 
On 22 June, Rhode Island Governor Gina Raimondo issued Executive Order 20-48, which 
eliminates the words “and Providence Plantations” from the official name of the State.  Legislation 
was introduced and passed by the State Senate for a public referendum to amend the State 
Constitution. 
 
Runyon has received inquiries about the use of the word “Plantation” in the names of populated 
places and subdivisions; many but not all are recorded in GNIS. 
 
Runyon acknowledged a request from an Alaska resident to “eliminate” 39 offensive place names in 
the State and to restore their indigenous names; she outlined the BGN process and the need for local 
input and support. 
 
Runyon spoke with a House Natural Resources Committee staffer who inquired about BGN policies 
and the use of GNIS. 
 
The Council of Geographic Names Authorities (COGNA) 2021 annual meeting, scheduled to be 
held in Missouri, has been canceled due to a reluctance to commit to a contract during ongoing 
concerns regarding the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
Staff listened to the 18 June House Natural Resources Subcommittee hearing on H.R.1267, the “B-
47 Ridge Designation Act.”  This act would apply the new name B-47 Ridge to an unnamed ridge in 
the Absaroka Range in Montana.  The name would recognize the site where an Air Force B-47 
strategic bomber crashed while on a training mission in 1962. 
 
The Department of the Interior (DOI) has approved the appointments and reappointments of DOI 
members and deputy members for the 2019-21 term.  The next step is for USGS to prepare a 
reappointment package and send letters to other department and agency heads regarding their 
members and deputies. 
 
Runyon received an inquiry about naming an unnamed feature under the Greenland ice sheet; she 
forwarded this to the Foreign Names Committee (FNC) and shared the FNC Denmark Country 
Policy. 
3.6  GNIS and Data Compilation Program (McCormick) 
 
McCormick had no report. 
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4.  Docket  
 
Please refer to the attached Docket for a description of each proposal.  For new names approved at 
this meeting, the newly assigned GNIS Feature ID (FID) has been noted following the name.   
 
I. Staff-Processed New Names, and Name and Application Changes agreed to by all interested 

parties  
 
Change Jeff Davis Peak (FID 261917) to Da-ek Dow Go-et Mountain and new name Sentinel 
Rock (FID 2813174), California (Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest / Mokelumne Wilderness) 
(Review Lists 430, 435) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the change and the new name.   
 
 Vote:   16  in favor 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
 
II. Disagreement on Docketed Names  
 
Change Squaw Creek (FID 1508663) to Páatstel Creek, Washington (Review List 439) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the change.  Members discussed the landowners’ 
objections and asked if there was any input from other landowners.  Staff noted that this proposal 
was submitted to the BGN by the Washington State Committee on Geographic Names (WSCGN) 
after they had already conducted local outreach; the proposal packet did not include any additional 
comments. 
 
 Vote:   16  in favor 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
  
III. New Commemorative Names and Changes agreed to by all interested parties 
 
McCammon Creek and South Branch McCammon Creek, Ohio (Review List 439) (FIDs 
2813198, 2813199) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the names. 
 
 Vote:   16  in favor 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
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Prowell Springs, Oregon (Deschutes National Forest) (Review List 439) (FID 2813200) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name. 
 
 Vote:   16  in favor 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
 
IV. Revised Decisions  
 
Change Sachs-Palmer Creek (BGN 2009) (FID 2573466) to Thompson Creek, Nebraska (Review 
List 438) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the change. 
 
 Vote:   16  in favor 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
 
V.  New Names agreed to by all interested parties 
 
Black Fly Brook, Massachusetts and New Hampshire (Review List 439) (FID 2813194) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name. 
 
 Vote:   16  in favor 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
 
 
Pupfish Peak, Nevada (Review List 439) (Bureau of Land Management) (FID 2813195) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name.  Members inquired whether there might be 
concerns that the name could call attention to an endangered species of fish.  The U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service member noted that because the name applies to a summit and because there are 
protections in place to control access to the springs where the fish live, they did not anticipate any 
issues.  In addition, the National Park Service member pointed out the rationale of the Nevada BGN 
in adopting the name, i.e., that it would draw attention to the duty to preserve and protect the 
pupfish. 
 
 Vote:   16  in favor 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
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Turtle Gulch, Nevada (Review List 439) (FID 2813196) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name.   
 
 Vote:   16  in favor 
                0  against 
                0  abstentions 
 
Coyote Run, Ohio (Review List 439) (FID 2813197) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the name.   
 
 Vote:   15  in favor 
                0  against 
                1  abstention 
 
Twenty-five names in Deschutes County and Klamath County, Oregon 
 
A motion was made and seconded to consider as a group the twenty-six new name proposals for 
features in and around Newberry National Volcanic Monument in Oregon.  The motion passed by 
affirmation. 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve all 26 names.  There was a brief review of past 
discussions related to the use of the word “Butte” for features that do not have characteristics of 
buttes and are actually cinder cones.  Staff noted that many similar features in the area include the 
same generic term and that the Oregon Geographic Names Board (OGNB) concurred that its use is 
appropriate. 
 
Members discussed the lack of county input on these names and the duplication of the descriptive 
part of the names with existing features in the area.  Although these names will be labeled on Federal 
maps and products, geologists who are familiar with the features will be the primary users.  Several 
features in the area are named for the color of the rocks and sediment found there. 
 
Ada Butte, Atsa Cone, Balbali Butte, Bosbosli Butte, Dukdukwasam Butte, Galo Butte, 
Gekgekli Butte, Gogaka Draw, Goge Draw, Hokisam Cones, Huna Butte, Huudi Draw, Issa 
Draw, Kayuc Draw, Kide Butte, Lalish Draw, Nota Butte, Puku Butte, Qdai Dome, Sabas 
Butte, Saiga Hill, Skoksam Hill, Taba Butte, Taktakli Butte, Wacam Draw, and Wasam Butte, 
Oregon (Review List 439) (Newberry National Volcanic Monument / Deschutes National Forest) 
(FIDs 2813201-2813226) 
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the names.   
 
 Vote:   13  in favor 
                1  against 
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  2  abstentions 
 
The vote against the motion cited concerns that the generic “Butte” is not appropriate for the features 
which are volcanic cones. 
 
5.  Other Business 
 
Kanalley provided a brief summary of the Special Committee on Tribal Geographic Names meeting 
held following the DNC meeting on 11 June.  Participants discussed the details of the current Policy 
X and began to address some of its limitations as they pertain to specific proposals.  The discussion 
will continue at today’s meeting, scheduled to take place after the DNC meeting. 
 
Wallace inquired about the availability of a Federal dataset that can provide building and structure 
footprints.  McCormick and Tischler mentioned the USGS National Structures Dataset contains 
some of this information and that there are future plans to add footprints.  The products in 
development do not record the names of buildings.  Tischler suggested that Wallace might wish to 
investigate a recent data release from Microsoft.  
 
Allsup questioned the inclusion of BGN Chair and Executive Secretariat reports at the DNC 
meetings as they are also provided at quarterly Full Board meetings.  The FNC meetings do not 
include chair reports.  Members stated the value of keeping the reports, especially for those members 
who do not typically attend the quarterly meetings. 
  
Regarding the recent increase in inquiries, comments, and proposals about changing names that are 
considered offensive, Guempel noted that the staff will draft a statement to be posted on the BGN 
website, addressing many of the concerns and outlining the BGN name change process.  He 
suggested that a series of updated Frequently Asked Questions would also be of value to members 
should they receive comments or inquiries from the public or media. 
 
Guempel extended his appreciation to the staff for their detailed research and explanations of cases 
and to the members for the valuable discussion about proposals. 
  
6.  Closing 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11 a.m.   
 
The next Domestic Names Committee meeting is scheduled to be held 13 August 2020, at 9:30 a.m., 
at the Department of the Interior, Kiowa Room.  (The meeting will likely be held virtually.) 
 
 
 
       (signed)    
       
       _____________________________________ 
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       Glenn Guempel, Executive Secretary [Acting] 

Domestic Names Committee 
 
         
APPROVED 
(signed) Michael Karau 
 
_______________________ 
Michael Karau, Chair 
Domestic Names Committee 
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U.S. BOARD ON GEOGRAPHIC NAMES 
DOMESTIC NAMES COMMITTEE 

DOCKET 
July 2020 

 
Unless otherwise specified, in accordance with the BGN’s Policy X:  Tribal Geographic Names, a 
link to the Quarterly Review List containing each proposal was sent to all federally recognized 
Tribes, and to Tribal Historic Preservation Officers for which an email address was available.  The 
Tribal authorities were given 60 days to comment on any proposal.  If no response(s) were received 
regarding a proposal, it is presumed to indicate a lack of opinion. 
 
I. Staff-Processed New Names, and Name and Application Changes agreed to by all 
interested parties 
 

Change Jeff Davis Peak (FID 261917) to Da-ek Dow Go-et Mountain  
and new name Sentinel Rock, California 

(Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest / Mokelumne Wilderness) 
 (Review Lists 430, 435) 

http://geonames.usgs.gov/pls/gazpublic/getesricoor?p_lat=38.63671&p_longi=-
119.89661&fid=261917 
 

    Support Oppose 
No 
opinion 

No 
objection 

No 
response 

Local government Alpine County X         

State Names Authority California X         

Federal Agency USFS X         

Tribes Buena Vista Rancheria of Me-Wuk Indians of California*         X 

  California Valley Miwok Tribe*         X 

  Chicken Ranch Rancheria of Me-Wuk Indians of California*         X 

  
Fort McDermitt Paiute and Shoshone Tribes of the Fort  
McDermitt Indian Reservation*         X 

  Ione Band of Miwok Indians of California*         X 

  Jackson Band of Miwuk Indians*         X 

  Middletown Rancheria of Pomo Indians of California*         X 

  Paiute-Shoshone Tribe of the Fallon Reservation and Colony*         X 

  Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe of the Pyramid Lake Reservation*         X 

  Reno-Sparks Indian Colony*         X 

  
Shingle Springs Band of Miwok Indians, Shingle Springs  
Rancheria (Verona Tract)*         X 

  
Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk Indians of the Tuolumne  
Rancheria of California* X         

  Walker River Paiute Tribe of the Walker River Reservation*         X 

  Washoe Tribe of Nevada & California* X         

  Woodfords Community (constituent band of Washoe Tribe) X         

  
Yerington Paiute Tribe of the Yerington Colony &  
Campbell Ranch*         X 

Other California Natural Resources Agency X         

* Contacted by DNC staff under prior Policy X 
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These two proposals would change the name of Jeff Davis Peak in the Humboldt-Toiyabe National 
Forest/Mokelumne Wilderness in Alpine County to Da-ek Dow Go-et Mountain, and make official 
the name Sentinel Rock for the prominent volcanic plug that sits atop the larger mountain feature.  
The two names were put forth as a solution to two proposals affecting the name of the summit, and 
would result in the removal of a name that some find objectionable.  
 
The name Sentinel Rock appeared on an 1883 map by George Wheeler in his Topographical Atlas.  
Jeff Davis Peak was first labeled on USGS topographic maps in 1889.  
  
According to the Washoe Tribe, “Da-ek Dow Go-et” means “saddle between points” and describes 
the overall shape of the area around the summit; the proposed name Da-ek Dow Go-et Mountain is 
interpreted as “mountain with a saddle between points.”   
 

 
“Parts of Eastern California and Western Nevada”, Wheeler’s Topographical Atlas (1883) 

 

 
USGS Markleeville 1:62,500 (1891) 
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Erwin G. Gudde’s 1998 edition of California Place Names reported that although the name Jeff 
Davis Peak was unrecorded until the USGS map of 1889, “[it] may have been in use locally [before 
then], as many of the inhabitants of nearby Summit City (now abandoned) were Confederate 
sympathizers during the Civil War.” 
 

 
Jeff Davis Peak (left), from CapRadio article, June 24, 2020 (used by permission) 

 

 
USGS Carson Pass 1:24,000 (1992) with proposals annotated 
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In August 2017, a proposal was submitted to the BGN to change the name of Jeff Davis Peak to Fred 
Bee Peak (Review List 429).  When asked to comment, the Alpine County Board of Supervisors 
consulted with the Hung-A-Lel-Ti Woodfords Washo Community (currently listed with the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs as the Woodfords Community, a constituent band of the Washoe Tribe of Nevada 
& California).  The community informed the county supervisors that a respected tribal elder had 
provided the name Da-ek Dow Go-et and asked that the peak be given the Washo name (the 
Woodfords Community agreed later to add the generic “Peak”).  In December 2017, the county 
commissioners submitted the proposal to the BGN on behalf of the Woodfords Community.   
 
When informed of the counterproposal, the proponent of Fred Bee Peak withdrew his proposal.  In 
April 2019, he submitted a second proposal to change the name to Sentinel Rock, citing the 1883 
map. 
 
In February 2020, the California Advisory Committee on Geographic Names (CACGN) 
recommended that both names be approved, with the amendment of “Peak” to “Mountain,” 
conditional on agreement by all parties.  The Chairman of the Woodfords Community, the Alpine 
County Board of Supervisors, and the U.S. Forest Service concur with the amendment.   
 
When asked to address the Wilderness Policy, the Forest Service and CACGN stated that they 
believe the application of the two names to the two distinct features warrants an exception, citing a 
need to recognize an indigenous name for one of the features, while also making official a name that 
was applied to the other feature over a century ago. 
 
In addition to the summit, a stream that flows on its east side is named Jeff Davis Creek; this name 
was the subject of a 1979 BGN decision to correct an error in a previous (1956) decision.  A dam 
and a mine that have names including “Jeff Davis” are approximately 40 miles to the southwest of 
the summit, in Calaveras County.  The only proposal that the BGN has received is to change the 
name of the summit in Alpine County, although the BGN staff was recently advised that the 
Woodfords Community and County Supervisors will likely be submitting a proposal to change the 
name to Da-ek Dow Go-et Creek. 
 
II. Disagreement on Docketed Names 
 

Change Squaw Creek (FID 1508663) to Páatstel Creek, Washington 
(Review List 439) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=48.969008&p_longi=-
122.3287679&fid=1508663 
 

    Support Oppose 
No 
opinion 

No 
objection 

No 
response 

Local government Whatcom County Council X         

State Names Authority Washington X         

Federal Agency N/A           
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Tribes           X 

Other Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation*     X 

 Lummi Tribe of the Lummi Reservation*     X 

 Nooksack Indian Tribe* X     

 Swinomish Indian Tribal Community*     X 

 Two landowners along stream*  X    

 Whatcom County Historical Society*     X 

 City of Lynden*     X 

 
Tribal Relations Committee of the Washington 
Association of Conservation Districts* X     

 Whatcom Democrats* X         

* Contacted or received by Washington State Committee on Geographic Names (WSCGN) 
 
This proposal is to change the name of Squaw Creek, a four-mile-long tributary of Johnson Creek in 
Whatcom County, to Páatstel Creek.  It was submitted by the Washington State Committee on 
Geographic Names (WSCGN) on behalf of the Cultural/Natural Resource Director of the Nooksack 
Indian Tribe. 
 
The proponent reports that the Nooksack name of the stream “from time immemorial, to the time the 
first settlers changed it” was “Páatstel” and that it is associated with a Nooksack village that was 
located near the source of the stream.  The name was originally reported in a 1950 interview with a 
Nooksack tribal member.  The proponent is asking that the proper historical name be restored, noting 
that the current name is offensive to tribal members. 
 
The Whatcom County Council reported that the village called Páatstel was “where ancestral 
Nooksack, Jobe (Chum) resided.  The village was located somewhere north of the Jobe Cemetery, 
east of Northwood Road, and south of the Northwood store on East Badger road.”  This location is 
near the source of a canal named Kamm Ditch, also known locally as Kamm Creek or Kam Creek.  
Kamm Ditch was presumably not present when the village existed. 
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The source of the name is given in Nooksack Place Names: Geography, Culture, and Language, 
published in 2011.  The name of the stream is recorded as Pá7atstel (the “7” represents a glottal stop) 
and the current name is given as “Squaw Creek, or possibly the creek draining Pangborn Lake.”  The 
book’s entry for the name gives the translation as “Probably a Halkomelem-influenced term for bear 
trap, with Nooksack <pá7ats> get bear + <-tan> (Upriver Halkomelem <-tel>) device.”  The entry 
reads: 
“The best information on this place name is Paul Fetzer's interview with Louis George (18 October 
1950), which includes ‘Páatstel Creek, goes to Pangborn Lake.’  The creek draining Pangborn L. 
(unnamed on recent US Geological Survey maps) enters Johnson Cr. at Clearbrook, Washington, 
although it is not certain that this creek was being referred to since it is a considerable distance from 
place 37 Pá7atstel village.  Squaw Cr. enters Johnson Cr. from the west ¾ mile south (upstream) 
from Clearbrook and is closer to Pá7atstel village, draining an area between the village and 
Pangborn L.  Paul Fetzer's map uses [pέʔεctəl] to name Johnson Cr. and [cʼʔá·ləsəm] to name Squaw 
Cr.  Since the first of these is certainly wrong, it could be that Louis George gave Páatstel as the 
name for Squaw Cr.  The creek draining Pangborn L. enters Johnson Cr. at place 65 Chʼe7ólesem 
and is more likely to share this name.” 
 
The name Squaw Creek has been labeled on USGS maps since 1952. 
 
The WSCGN received two emails from individuals who own land along the stream who are opposed 
to the change.  They objected due to the lack of written proof of the name Páatstel for the stream; the 
long history of the name Squaw Creek on maps; the non-derogatory translation of “squaw” as 
“woman” and “lack of offense from local residents”; a suggestion that the Nooksack village was 
located closer to “Kam Creek”; the costs of updating water rights papers, legal descriptions on land 
deeds, conservation program contracts, and drainage district fees on truces; and a request that the 
name change be voted on by landowners along the stream.  
 
The WSCGN also asked for comments from the Whatcom County Historical Society, the City of 
Lynden, the Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation, the Lummi Tribe of the Lummi 
Reservation, and the Swinomish Indian Tribal Community; no replies were received, which is 
presumed to indicate a lack of objection. 
 
III. New Commemorative Names and Changes agreed to by all interested parties 

 
McCammon Creek and South Branch McCammon Creek, Ohio 

(Review List 439) 
McCammon Creek 
Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=40.167576&p_longi=-
82.956136 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=40.16579&p_longi=-82.98918 
South Branch McCammon Creek 
Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=40.168158&p_longi=-
82.966661 
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Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=40.164272&p_longi=-
82.978742 
 

    Support Oppose 
No 
opinion 

No 
objection 

No 
response 

Local government Orange Township Board of Trustees X         

  Delaware County Commissioners X         

State Names Authority Ohio X         

Federal Agency N/A          

Tribes          X 

Other Delaware County Historical Society X         

  Friends of Alum Creek & Tributaries X         

  Delaware Soil and Water Conservation District X         

 
The new name McCammon Creek is proposed for an unnamed 2.1-mile-long tributary of Alum 
Creek in Delaware County.  The proponent is the Deputy Director of Preservation Parks of Delaware 
County (PPDC), who wishes to name the stream “in honor of the [McCammon] family’s long 
history in the area and its commitment to land preservation for public enjoyment.” 
 
The McCammon family have owned land along the stream for more than four generations.  John 
(1875-1955) and Zelma (1885-1981) McCammon were the first to own and farm the property, 
although one of Zelma’s ancestors had built a log cabin above the stream sometime after 1812.  The 
McCammons’ four children continued to farm or live on the land; the last of that generation died in 
2002.  Many family members still live in the area. 
 
Since 2016, the McCammon family has been donating the land to PPDC “to protect it in perpetuity 
for public benefit”; the property includes a notable barn painted to celebrate Ohio’s bicentennial.  In 
March 2020, the PPDC established McCammon Creek Park along the west side of the stream.  Two 
housing developments in the area are named McCammon Estates and McCammon Chase. 
 
The proponent has also proposed the name South Branch McCammon Creek for a 0.85-mile-long 
tributary of the proposed McCammon Creek, also in Orange Township in Delaware County.  
 

Prowell Springs, Oregon 
(Deschutes National Forest) 

(Review List 439) 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=44.037629&p_longi=-121.63297 
 

    Support Oppose 
No 
opinion 

No 
objection 

No 
response 

Local government Deschutes County Commissioners* X         

State Names Authority Oregon X         

Federal Agency USFS      X    

Tribes           X 

Other City of Bend* X         

* Contacted or received by Oregon Geographic Names Board (OGNB) 
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This proposal is to make official the name Prowell Springs for an unnamed spring in Deschutes 
County, just west of the City of Bend.  The spring is within Deschutes National Forest and is the 
source of much of the city’s water.  Although it is located above Middle Fork Tumalo Creek, water 
flows from the spring through a diversion canal into Bridge Creek and into the city’s water supply. 
 
The name would commemorate Roger Prowell (1948-2014), who worked for the City of Bend Water 
Division from 1984 to 2008.  He raised awareness of water quality issues and the threat that fires and 
ash posed to the city’s water source. 
 
In July 2013, the City of Bend passed a resolution to informally apply the name Prowell Springs to 
the spring.  A proposal was submitted at the time to the Oregon Geographic Names Board but could 
not be processed until five years after Mr. Prowell passed away.  
 
The USGS maintains stream gauges along the diversion canal from the springs to Bridge Creek.  
One of these is in a feature designated as “Prowell Springs Diversion Pool.” 
 
Since 2013, the naming has been supported by an overwhelming number of city, regional, and State 
officials, as well as by Bend area residents.  Also in 2013, a local brewery named Crux Fermentation 
Project began producing a beer they called “Prowell Springs Pre-Prohibition Lager” in honor of Mr. 
Prowell. 
 
IV. Revised Decisions 
 

Change Sachs-Palmer Creek (BGN 2009) (FID 2573466) to Thompson Creek, Nebraska 
(Review List 438) 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesrimap?p_lat=41.3310571&p_longi=-
96.2008384&fid=2573466 
 

    Support Oppose 
No 
opinion 

No 
objection 

No 
response 

Local government Douglas County Commissioners X         

State Names Authority Nebraska X         

Federal Agency USACE       X   

  DoD       X   

Tribes           X 

Other N/A          

 
This proposal is to change the name of Sachs-Palmer Creek (BGN 2009), a 3.2-mile-long tributary 
of North Branch West Papillion Creek and Flanagan Lake (constructed in 2018) in Douglas County, 
to Thompson Creek.  The name would commemorate Warren (1930-1981) and Betty (1934-2010) 
Thompson, who farmed land along the stream.  The stream heads on the Offutt Air Force Base 
Communications Annex #2. 
 
Warren’s parents Lester and Irene Thompson purchased the farm along the stream sometime before 
1920 when they built the first house on the property.  Following military service, Warren and his 
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new wife Betty took over the farm operations.  Warren died in a hunting accident when their 
children were still young, after which Betty and their oldest son Robert, still a teenager, took over 
the work of the farm.  Robert managed the farm until his death in 2019.  Warren’s grandson now 
manages the farm with his mother. 
 
The proponent, the daughter-in-law of Warren and Betty Thompson, states that the name would not 
only commemorate the couple for posterity but would ensure that “the legacy of a hardworking 
American farm family will not be lost to development.” 
 
In 2009, the BGN approved the name Sachs-Palmer Creek for this stream.  The name was proposed, 
along with 66 other stream names and four reservoir names, by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers – 
Omaha District Flood Risk and Floodplain Management Section/Hydrologic Engineering Branch.  
The names were required for a new floodplain study for the Papillion Creek Watershed.  The name 
Sachs-Palmer Creek came from Sachs-Palmer Reservoir and Sachs-Palmer Dam (which the stream 
flows through), names that were in use by the Papio-Missouri River Natural Resources District but 
of unknown origin.  The proponent is aware that the current name is a relatively recent BGN 
decision but is asking that it be changed to a name with more local significance.  The names of the 
reservoir and dam would not be impacted by this proposal. 
 
Although the name Sachs-Palmer Creek was added to GNIS in 2009, it was not added to the 
National Hydrography Dataset (NHD) nor does it appear on USGS topographic maps.  There is no 
evidence that the name was published on any Federal, State, or local sources. 
 
The 67 names approved in 2009 also included Thompson Creek for a tributary of Big Papillion 
Creek, 4.5 miles to the southeast in Sarpy County.  This name was found to be in local use by the 
City of La Vista but also of unknown origin or meaning.  The name is in current widespread use as 
part of a local flood control project. 
 
V. New Names agreed to by all interested parties 
 

Black Fly Brook, Massachusetts and New Hampshire 
(Review List 439) 

Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=42.705661&p_longi=-
71.751408 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=42.728458&p_longi=-
71.741795 
 

    Support Oppose 
No 
opinion 

No 
objection 

No 
response 

Local government Townsend Board of Selectmen (MA) X         

  Mason Board of Selectmen (NH) X         

  Hillsborough County Board of Commissioners (NH)         X 

State Names Authority Massachusetts X        

  New Hampshire X         

Federal Agency N/A           
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Tribes            X 

Other N/A           

 
The new name Black Fly Brook is proposed for a 2.2-mile-long tributary of Mason Brook; the 
stream heads in the Town of Mason in Hillsborough County, New Hampshire, and flows south and 
southwest into the Town of Townsend in Middlesex County, Massachusetts.  The proponent states 
that the name refers to the abundant black flies (family Simuliidae) that are found around the stream 
in May and June.  
 

Pupfish Peak, Nevada 
(Review List 439) 

(Bureau of Land Management) 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=36.3654&p_longi=-116.1859 
 

    Support Oppose 
No 
opinion 

No 
objection 

No 
response 

Local government Nye County Commissioners*         X 

State Names Authority Nevada X         

Federal Agency BLM       X   

Tribes           X 

Other USFWS       X   

  NPS X         

* Contacted or received by Nevada Board on Geographic Names (NV BGN) 
 
The new name Pupfish Peak is proposed for the 4,355-foot high point of the Devils Hole Hills in 
Nye County.  The summit is on Bureau of Land Management land. 
 
The proposed name refers to two species of rare pupfish that live in springs in the nearby Ash 
Meadows area:  the Devils Hole pupfish (Cyprinodon diabolis), which lives in Devils Hole, 
protected and managed by Death Valley National Park; and the Ash Meadows Amargosa pupfish 
(Cyprinodon nevadensis mionectes), which lives in springs in the Ash Meadows National Wildlife 
Refuge.  Both of these fish are listed under the Endangered Species Act. 
 
The Devils Hole Hills were named in 1978 in Alvin McLane’s Silent Cordilleras: The Mountain 
Ranges of Nevada for the nearby Devils Hole.  The highest point was not given a name.  Two online 
references refer to the summit as Devils Hole Hills (HP) and Devils Hole Peak, but the summit does 
not appear to have any name in local use.  
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Turtle Gulch, Nevada 
(Review List 439) 

Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=38.743379&p_longi=-
119.498242 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=38.750117&p_longi=-
119.507404 
 

    Support Oppose 
No 
opinion 

No 
objection 

No 
response 

Local government Douglas County Commission* X         

State Names Authority Nevada X         

Federal Agency N/A           

Tribes           X 

Other several local residents* X         

  BLM       X   

* Contacted or received by Nevada Board on Geographic Names (NV BGN) 
 
The new name Turtle Gulch is proposed for an unnamed 0.75-mile-long valley near Topaz Lake in 
Douglas County.  The feature is located within the incorporated community of Topaz Ranch Estates, 
which is located within Washoe Ranches Trust Land.   
 
According to the proponent, the proposed name comes from a prominent rock in the valley that 
resembles a turtle head and shell.  He believes that naming the valley would “increase local 
stewardship” of the feature and “inspire locals to clean up trash often dumped there.”  Further 
research shows that the proponent also manages a non-profit animal rescue organization named 
“Turtle Gulch” near the head of the gulch; it appears to have been established in early 2018.  When 
asked to address the BGN’s Commercial Names Policy, the proponent responded, “We have been 
involved in animal rescue for several years, but it has never been a commercial enterprise and has 
always been just a passion of ours. . . .  Word of mouth spread about our animal rescue/sanctuary . . . 
and after a number of new critters made their way to us, we began informally referring to our 
sanctuary [as] ‘Turtle Gulch,’ as the outbuildings that house our critters resemble [an] old west town.  
The name had the fun ring of an old west ghost town, especially with the proximity of the actual 
gulch to the south of us.  We don’t sell anything and no money changes hands; we don’t even take 
donations.  We have no intention of turning it into a for-profit business.” 
 

Coyote Run, Ohio 
(Review List 439) 

Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=39.85175&p_longi=-83.90584 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=39.84608&p_longi=-83.84473 
 

    Support Oppose 
No 
opinion 

No 
objection 

No 
response 

Local government Mad River Township Trustees X         

  Green Township Trustees X         

  Clark County Commissioners X         

State Names Authority Ohio X         
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Federal Agency N/A           

Tribes           X 

Other N/A           

 
The new name Coyote Run is proposed for a 4.3-mile-long tributary of Mud Run in Clark County.  
The stream flows from Green Township into Mad River Township. 
 
From July to November 2019, the Mud Run Conservancy held a “Name that Creek” contest.  From 
the fourteen names suggested by the community, five met the requirements of the BGN’s principles 
and policies.  The local school district asked kindergarten through sixth grade students to vote on the 
names and Coyote Run received the most votes.  The winning name was widely announced in the 
community and the proponent reported there was no opposition.  The name refers to the increasing 
frequency of coyote sightings around the stream. 
 
In a January 2020 article in The Yellow Springs News, the winning name was reported as both 
Coyote Run and Coyote Run Creek.  The same article referred to the nearby stream as Mud Run and 
Mud Run Creek, which suggests local name usage is not consistent.  All streams in the area seem to 
be called “Creek” even if the official name of the stream includes the generic “Run.”  In November 
2019, the Mad River Township road department posted four signs with the name Coyote Run Creek 
where the stream passes under township roads.  However, the proponent clarified that this was an 
error and that the name that won the contest was Coyote Run. 
 

Twenty-six names in Deschutes County and Lake County, Oregon 
(Newberry National Volcanic Monument / Deschutes National Forest / Bureau of Land 

Management)  
(Review List 439) 

 

    Support Oppose 
No 
opinion 

No 
objection 

No 
response 

Local government Deschutes County Board of Commissioners*         X 

  Lake County Board of Commissioners*         X 

State Names Authority Oregon X         

Federal Agency USFS X         

  BLM X         

Tribes           X 

Other N/A           

* Contacted or received by Oregon Geographic Names Board (OGNB) 
 
The following 26 names are proposed for features in and around the Newberry Volcano caldera in 
Deschutes County and Lake County.  Twenty-two of the features are located entirely within 
Deschutes National Forest, four of which are completely within and two of which begin in the 
Newberry National Volcanic Monument, administered by the U.S. Forest Service.  Four of the valley 
features begin in Deschutes National Forest and end on Bureau of Land Management lands; two of 
these begin within the Newberry National Volcanic Monument.  All of the names are new names 
proposed for unnamed features. 
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The proponent, a U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) geologist who studies the geology of the 
Newberry Volcano area, states that these names are needed for reference in published scientific 
papers about and geologic maps of the area.  She refers to the long-term monitoring of the volcano 
by USGS and reports that many significant volcanic features on the landscape do not have names.  In 
2008, after consulting with local agencies and offices, she submitted a draft proposal for a large 
number of names to the Oregon Geographic Names Board (OGNB).  After the area was mapped in 
more details using lidar, other unnamed features were noted.  Twenty-five names were approved by 
the BGN in 2019.   
 
This second batch of proposals came from a list of Klamath and Paiute words that were supplied by 
a linguist with the Klamath Tribes.  For each feature, the proponent selected an indigenous language 
word and combined it with an appropriate generic term.  The names reflect the colors of the features; 
the fauna found around the features; topography and location of the features; and geologic history of 
the features. 
 
Although many of the features proposed as “buttes” do not fit the strict geographical definition of a 
butte (a flat-topped rise taller than wide), a vast majority of summits of any kind in Oregon are 
called “buttes.”  This includes nearly all the named cinder cones in the Newberry area.  
 

Ada Butte 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.8226318&p_longi=-121.3674774 
 
The new name Ada Butte is proposed for a 5,094-foot cinder cone in Deschutes County in Deschutes 
National Forest.  The summit is named for the Pauite word for the American crow (Corvus 
brachyrhynchos), a common bird in the area.  
 

Atsa Cone 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.6378746&p_longi=-121.198555 
 
The new name Atsa Cone is proposed for a 6,580-foot cinder cone in Deschutes County in 
Deschutes National Forest.  The summit is named for the Pauite word for red, the color of the rocks 
on the summit.  
 

Balbali Butte 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.8649826&p_longi=-121.247757 
 
The new name Balbali Butte is proposed for a 5,600-foot cinder cone in Deschutes County in 
Deschutes National Forest.  The summit is named for the Klamath word for white, the color of the 
rocks on the summit.  These pumice rocks were derived from the eruption that formed Crater Lake. 
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Bosbosli Butte 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.832962&p_longi=-121.2381973 
 
The new name Bosbosli Butte is proposed for a 6,158-foot cinder cone in Deschutes County in 
Deschutes National Forest.  The summit is named for the Klamath word for black, the color of the 
rocks that make up the summit. 
 

Dukdukwasam Butte 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.7053146&p_longi=-121.3140335 
 
The new name Dukdukwasam Butte is proposed for a 6,040-foot cinder cone in Deschutes County in 
Deschutes National Forest.  The summit is named for the Klamath word for the osprey (Pandion 
haliaetus), which nests on the summit and feeds nearby in Paulina Creek and Paulina Lake. 
 

Galo Butte 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.7584&p_longi=-121.2534637 
 
The new name Galo Butte is proposed for a 7,453-foot cinder cone in Deschutes County in 
Newberry Volcanic National Monument in Deschutes National Forest.  The summit is named for the 
Klamath word for sky, reflecting the high elevation of the cinder cone, which is the third-highest 
cinder cone in the Newberry area. 
 

Gekgekli Butte 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.8311615&p_longi=-121.2214661 
 
The new name Gekgekli Butte is proposed for a 5,990-foot cinder cone in Deschutes County in 
Deschutes National Forest.  The summit is named for the Klamath word for yellow, referring to the 
summit’s abundant Ponderosa pines, also known as yellow pines. 
 

Gogaka Draw 
Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.7566645&p_longi=-
120.979762 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.7118539&p_longi=-
121.1710091 
 
The new name Gogaka Draw is proposed for a 10.8-mile-long valley in Deschutes County in 
Deschutes National Forest.  The valley begins in the Newberry Volcanic National Monument.  The 
valley is named for the Klamath word for creek, reflecting its formation by ice meltwater. 
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Goge Draw 
Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.7594544&p_longi=-
120.9828422 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.7297432&p_longi=-
121.1804999 
 
The new name Goge Draw is proposed for an 11.3-mile-long valley in Deschutes County in 
Deschutes National Forest.  The valley begins in the Newberry Volcanic National Monument.  The 
valley is named for the Klamath word for river, reflecting its formation by ice meltwater. 
 

Hokisam Cones 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.5662193&p_longi=-121.204155 
 
The new name Hokisam Cones is proposed for a pair of cinder cones in Lake County in Deschutes 
National Forest.  The summit is named for the Klamath word for the spirit in living things,  
 
referring to cones’ eruption during a time when the earth's magnetic field was in a transitional state 
between normal and reversed directions. 
 

Huna Butte 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.6971054&p_longi=-121.3205643 
 
The new name Huna Butte is proposed for a 5,886-foot cinder cone in Deschutes County in 
Deschutes National Forest.  The summit is named for the Paiute word for the American badger 
(Taxidea taxus), a common mammal in the area. 
 

Huudi Draw 
Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.8968123&p_longi=-
121.0972507 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.8341521&p_longi=-
121.1562116 
 
The new name Huudi Draw is proposed for a 12.8-mile-long valley in Deschutes County in 
Deschutes National Forest and on Bureau of Land Management land.  The valley begins in the 
Newberry Volcanic National Monument.  The valley is named for the Paiute word for river, 
reflecting its formation by flooding ice meltwater. 
 

Issa Draw 
Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.6193386&p_longi=-
121.0181706 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.6841559&p_longi=-
121.0542835 
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The new name Issa Draw is proposed for a 13.9-mile-long valley in Lake County and Deschutes 
County in Deschutes National Forest and on Bureau of Land Management land. The valley ends 
within the Devils Garden Lava Bed Wilderness Study Area, managed by the Bureau of Land 
Management.  The valley is named for the Paiute word for wolf, reflecting the recent return of gray 
wolves (Canis lupus) to Oregon and the historical presence of wolves in the Newberry Volcano area. 
 

Kayuc Draw 
Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.8352135&p_longi=-
121.0108754 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.7461025&p_longi=-
121.1895807 
 
The new name Kayuc Draw is proposed for a 12.1-mile-long valley in Deschutes County in 
Deschutes National Forest and on Bureau of Land Management land.  The valley begins in the 
Newberry Volcanic National Monument.  The valley is named for the Klamath word for “no time,” 
describing the rapid incision of this valley buy flooding ice meltwater. 
 

Kide Butte 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.8371735&p_longi=-121.2050323 
 
The new name Kide Butte is proposed for a 5,799-foot cinder cone in Deschutes County in 
Deschutes National Forest.  The summit is named for the Paiute word for marmots; the yellow-
bellied marmot (Marmota flaviventris) is a common mammal in the area. 
 

Lalish Draw 
Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.8676832&p_longi=-
121.0257569 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.7480124&p_longi=-
121.197161 
 
The new name Lalish Draw is proposed for a 13.9-mile-long valley in Deschutes County in 
Deschutes National Forest and on Bureau of Land Management land.  The valley begins in the 
Newberry Volcanic National Monument.  The valley is named for the Klamath word for sloping 
sides of valleys. 
 

Nota Butte 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.8371735&p_longi=-121.2050323 
 
The new name Nota Butte is proposed for a 5,390-foot cinder cone in Deschutes County in 
Deschutes National Forest.  The summit is named for the Paiute word for yellow jacket wasps 
(Vespula sp. or Dolichovespula sp.), commonly found in the area. 
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Puku Butte 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.820343&p_longi=-121.2839737 
 
The new name Puku Butte is proposed for a 5,983-foot cinder cone in Deschutes County in 
Newberry Volcanic National Monument in Deschutes National Forest.  The summit is named for the 
Paiute word for horse, reflecting the historical use of horses during logging of the Newberry area. 
 

Qdai Dome 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.820343&p_longi=-121.2839737 
 
The new name Qdai Dome is proposed for a 6,960-foot rhyolite dome in Deschutes County in 
Newberry Volcanic National Monument in Deschutes National Forest.  The summit is named for the 
Klamath word for rock, describing the exposed rocky surface of the summit. 
 

Sabas Butte 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.6576653&p_longi=-121.2361679 
 
The new name Sabas Butte is proposed for a 6,260-foot cinder cone in Deschutes County in 
Newberry Volcanic National Monument in Deschutes National Forest.  The summit is named for the 
Klamath word for sun, describing the summit’s sunny southern exposure. 

 
Saiga Hill 

https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.9309387&p_longi=-121.2636719 
 
The new name Saiga Hill is proposed for a 4,440-foot spatter vent in Deschutes County in Deschutes 
National Forest.  The summit is named for the Klamath word for a level, grassy, treeless area, 
describing the summit’s location in a low-lying area. 
 

Skoksam Hill 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.55756&p_longi=-121.2730865 
 
The new name Skoksam Hill is proposed for a 5,250-foot cinder cone in Lake County in Deschutes 
National Forest.  The summit is named for the Klamath word for spirit of a deceased person or ghost, 
referring to cone’s eruption during a time when the earth's magnetic field was in a transitional state 
between normal and reversed directions. 
 

Taba Butte 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.6008263&p_longi=-121.2605286 
 
The new name Taba Butte is proposed for a 5,860-foot cinder cone in Lake County in Newberry 
Volcanic National Monument in Deschutes National Forest.  The summit is named for the Paiute 
word for sun, describing the summit’s sunny southern exposure. 
 
 



29 
 

Taktakli Butte 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.6680756&p_longi=-121.3735733 
 
The new name Taktakli Butte is proposed for a 4,950-foot cinder cone in Deschutes County in 
Deschutes National Forest.  The summit is named for the Klamath word for red, describing the color 
of the rocks that make up the cinder cone. 
 

Wacam Draw 
Mouth: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.9023247&p_longi=-
120.9881439 
Source: https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.8228645&p_longi=-
121.0766754 
 
The new name Wacam Draw is proposed for a 7.3-mile-long valley in Deschutes County in 
Deschutes National Forest and on Bureau of Land Management land.  The valley is named for the 
Klamath word for horse, in relation to the nearby Horse Ridge. 
 

Wasam Butte 
https://geonames.usgs.gov/apex/gazvector.getesricoor?p_lat=43.6589241&p_longi=-121.1790695 
 
The new name Wasam Butte is proposed for a 6,240-foot cinder cone in Deschutes County in 
Deschutes National Forest.  The summit is named for the Klamath word for coyotes (Canis latrans), 
commonly found in the area. 
 


